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Senate GOP Says Special Master Didn’t Take Incumbency Into Account With CD Lines

By Michael Johnson
March 14, 2012 at 2:53  
Senate Republicans have submitted their response to the congressional lines that Special Master Judge Roann Mann compiled, and much like their response to the first drawing by Mann, they take serious issue with the way Long Island is constructed. 

The Special Master’s final plan has the 2nd and 3rd Districts running east-west as opposed to the traditional plans that ran north-south. Incumbents Democrat Steve Israel and Republican Pete King now only maintain less than half their existing districts, where as they would keep roughly 85 percent of their districts under the Senate GOP’s proposed plan. 

In the letter to the judge, the Senate GOP argues that the courts historically have taken incumbency into consideration and are wrong in not doing so this time around. Here’s an excerpt: 

Therefore, even if this Court rejects incumbency protection as a legitimate redistricting criteria—and, as explained below, the Court should not—the Recommended Plan is inconsistent with other traditional redistricting principles in its treatment of districts 1, 2, and 3 on Long Island.
The also raise concerns about the redrawing of the district in Queens that Bob Turner currently holds, arguing that it cuts up Jewish and Russian neighborhoods that are traditionally linked. And they argue that the court should not have removed Saratoga, Washington, and Warren Counties from Congressman Chris Gibson’s current district – leaving him with only roughly 44% of the same constituents. 

In Western New York, they argue for Kathy Hochul’s current district to be removed entirely from Erie County so that Livingston and Wyoming Counties aren’t split up. It’s a plan that would make it extremely hard for Hochul or any other Democrat to carry the new 27th District. 

Skelos Repsonse Mann
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